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Polemical ITntroduction

I'azs eouE oomsisis of Uossare,” in thie wasd's oumioal semsc of a
trza o nonnglete atigsart, g the posibilibe of o smophis v
af the seope, theory, principles. and Lecluigizes of 1isae crtizism.
1T wrimary e of sy Lok %5 20 zhee ooy 12asons For belisving i
Ancii a Spnoptic viow; ds scocaslary wdn & oto prieedds o leolative
vemsicn of i which will makes cnooeh sense Lo convioos my Ieaders
that a '.-'i.="|='.'J o 2l ked thiat @ r_:'_lfl'i'.le_‘., x atszinasle The s M
the subpest az loccbesd Zweee are Lon coosmides (o e ook cvcr be
be rezarded £x presending vor svstern. on even my theaor It is ko
o 'rEg.-l.'-:]-E:] rathicr as 2o eberzrmmec-erl be|’||112| -'_:{ x|1gy-ﬂ|:'||||ﬁ wluzh
it & Lopodl wil be of soron practical uss Lo crilics aod sbadeats of
Etezarwrs, Woitareves 16 of 0 precheal ose to wrdasdy is exoer dulile,
My appuocch 8 based e Molhow Acunld’s mecepd of lolting
the mind pliy feely smound = sasject in which theos has beem
much ewvenr gz THIC lensp? ol pecspective, Al The emayvs
cleal wali crltiziame, bul by ocriticiem: 1 mizan the whoie work of
seaolariniz and tushe grreemnied with litershome which 5@ pare
ef veant % waanEly cllod Ebesl cduczton, cuibaz, e he shods
ot the Leoanilizs. T oslat (oo the poocizle that edzicism iz oot
snaply o park of 15 Zogec 2etivily, bul ae ciscodial pact of &t

Tle subjeslmztlze of Uizrary crbcem is an ars aed crtcism
1 evilenily anoee buog of ac act oo, This sounds a3 Bwough oot
i were u passils Ien of Libeary expecszion, aa aob Zassd on
predagng ar, o sooonldeod mitlon of coetve poaer. On
this. Fhenry orilize aes getzleslasis who have 4 taste foroact bot
Tack Safl: Al powes B2 odsodces 3Eand the monsy o paTonize L
avrl s B a class of cudteeal oiddlemon disaibobng caltoees
1o znaety ol & punbi 30 Gemselves Wiz caploiting the antld sod
incrcasing b sbin oo bis puzliz, The conception of the onitic
mt A Pt 07 wilis! raagud @ i very soprlec especiaily among
wrdign. Tk is somclocs winforecd by 2 debime: anelogy between
fhe creative and e sseccalive [coctions, so that we bezr zbout
the “wtonee’ and “dones” of the oritie, of b batred for
pemnmely et poople, 2ud moon. The golden age of ant-
critial embwasi was ez Lller pail of the ainecbocoth czatcy, but
some of 15 prejndices ars 55970 aronne.

Logmewer, the febe of art Whal Ges o do owithout ciiticismo =
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ity The H+|‘I;'.1‘IP‘|: ko each the |_;|'_11:_:-'|:-:: |:'|i|:E-.'.‘I'|_':.' ﬂ.:l'l'.lg}l

Vpopnia™ ach zzsemecs Bl ogrdidcicon @ oacaben] apd ]_:-u':j'.:: taste
motuszl. Biching thir is a Zurther amamption abort matosd bate
wlich Loy lapik ‘I"|'|_-r_|'.|g'|1 1 u]sl_'r_.:.' =a Femeen®n Tacones nf a Eile-
unmu;l.- cvcciive IOl Thess 1hepelss bavs kad 8 mir friss

Ray have oot stood op very well to the fauty of Vrenare Lissa—y
.|1||_. u LJ-E_-!'I!‘_.H-:,.-E;!. amr; 1= l'n;"'l aps o T onows evond t|'.uJ‘.'|.. ."..l'.'
cxlvcms rzaclioa Legiast the pomilive vizo, at cne Jme awolisbes
with <ke “'art oz a1t zake” catchaword, thinks of Aot o precisly
e npmemde fanng, ad o uystere, oy bodicbioo wlo oo ssotericzl
civlized cooumeally. Hers cdticdsn i sestrioted 2o ozus! masgnis
geviures, to saised evehrgay ond et vazomnocks and etler sigos
ol 2o eades oding e 2200t for ssnmss Voo tallacy commen <2
sk amitedes S that of A Teugh comeladon Tedwesn e neesi® of
ari auel e dezaoe ol e lilic weipanse tndl theoeh the comziation
assumad is dirsct i cae caas 202 ineetss 0 e oboer

s s Fodd ﬁ:q.ll'.l.l.:-i..‘i wlinin ] In FGI.lJFﬂL' Tl Phcse
vicws; but it i8 dezry thr simzle trath thst theee is oo 1eal cor-
'{_‘!IEt oT. E_"Iﬂ FT l’.{.r ]" Wkl +|l." 1. “_I_"i "\F -Jr_ rl1'|l'] ‘l:u e l]l]ll -
cLlJl.m-. ::-hhcsp_ (i 98s mois popalar thas 'r"r”'..alﬂr hit sl

mepE ne ocanu oA graatur d=arratsh, E=aby wus '|r-'.;.'- n-'||31' thzni
:'~'T-.‘:'.|.Ig-:'!1u1:r:.. Duc ol 2ezaasz Loowezz 2 boller poa ':l."::l'. szentiy
kot i oo way of soeveatng the st ﬁ'n bripg, oz bottos o
wotik, M -dpces of adocslon: and The e of colterd tmd-
tor, Waztcwsr pooalazity Shakespess anu:l Erats favo giow s
cipalm Tbeorzscdt af e pofsliciie of 20l e, A palyie that ties
ta co witheus critiism, and sss20ts that ix ]u'.r*.'rﬁ wlhal L wands ot
ke, Yrocslives the s and Tiees ibs etk D msmony. Act far ool's
sk i1 osclical fooa: culticizan whiel onds Jeodn A poserahmens
of carhizes Tie decdt The only way to ferezial] the work of it
STV ‘.|1L‘-\.‘:JE;|‘.' ::.13:-::-:i.1j|_1: vl Lag the sume «=lstior to co4c’sm
toat himching kas 2o jastice.

Tliere 35 Zunlluer cedinng 1.'.-E|:.' cmtrzigm sy oo egen, CriticEo cou
taik, aod 24 the zrtoave deob In paiaticp, sonlpbare, or massic
it v eng eaoeigh bo wee Faas the art shows fertly b cannot se
anedalng, Ad, whdlewed 0 oannze’s The 2o all Fre poet .'I:.:III::u_a'_-:
or spercless, Dere i 3 most important scass o elic mowms ane
a3 alens 4 whoes, Tuelry it a0 disimierared gse of '.'.':'_-[|:ig: b odoes
mot addross 3 reader divcctoy. Wl (Lot so e oseally Fael thal
the zeet Tas some givmost in the copasity of raudors cod ootizs to
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bl crprel ki mzating without asizznee, 2ad kas therelome dropped
i the sucpostic Ieve: of weinzal BIk [Pvempe” or Mdegpocel”)
whiah wnyipdy wun lesm o produce. It s ot noly cracidon that
EIT-.PEJ'E- P to invaze a Moose anrl [':\-:t ot b2zt ]I"i nHe=suce 15
irvcluntary. ot is O strained wit thel cotces Mo Dacleish, T
tus [coanos Ars Poehis, to :p[!_':,r = wond: “mote” “derh” ard
“aordiess” too 8 poor Tha aeliss, wn Jokn SRt BT s o2
winiderful fask of cobral fnsighe, i not Eeard bet owerhesrd. Lhe
axizr of coiluezos tuast e, not Shat bhe post Coss nnt krees what
i 3 talzing abowt, but thet hie cxmnl 12l shout what he kaows.
Tu defead e gl of crtiziom to exist at Al foenstore, is ko
eistme that orEeim & 2 alensinre of Dumglt and koewodge
exizl iug 1 ity wan right, wich some measuse ot indspendeacs from
the ark it dezls widls

The post may of covrse bave some critbcel abilice of bIs ow,
zod so B oable o 1ok abwant has s mork Bt <le Thinbe olio
omibes a commentary oo the st canto of the Posdizo s wetaly
e mars of Plente's crticg, Whst he EEH has a |_-|:-.-t_:|_"|'i'.|1' 'i-ltt:'r._.'\,'l:
b net 2 F-:;cuhnt authocite. IL i g:-.m.JJ? ceccoled thal a eritic
i Teter fode of The pahve of 3 poen then its crestar, ut thete
iz aull a hﬂgmm_rg tolion b o L sooec iy rifieeloos 1o eeped
the otz as the fns! judae of its mesning, w0 thoozk jo praztre
if ag eleze Hed bz oot Tz Tle reazom for #:30 5 2o mahdife rs
distinmuizk liberatore from the descoiztive or assetbye woting whizh
cdermes frorn the actve |,-,.-|'|'| anel the gorsonms wend, ol winch s
orimELly conoerncd 4o ' semctiing
T Pact of *he cotic’s Tessm fos fueling that pouts cen be properly
wisesd caiy ofiog By death & Bl l‘r'-r a2 tben weable Zo pee-
FOme on toelr etits @ poets to fease Bim ot hints of inside
"-:nr,:-'l:'.'Te:ﬂgﬁ, When e azmtnbain:s Shat E.n:f.lﬁ'.":’.-:r arcd Ceaithean 1%
Ris preatost play aod that esrtaio zpizadezs i Meer Gend are oot
ﬂ&gﬂﬁqa:l ST oEn un]jr sAV Flat Thvem v an ind$ersnt ok of
Toszn. Woindawall™s Poofaos bo the Dycleal BEaliadz 2 2 camadkahle
dzcrmenat, bat as 2 pizes of Wordssotthizo. coticlsm nobody
oy d E-u.'l: it e i 2l 2 B P]I 5o Coilice oF &l :].-.l'_'tlu-:.n.
aec oflen suppessd o 2o ridicaled by the emerticn thet f Shaske-
sprare were b come hack fremn e e Tie wogls! ot by a5le i
wppceale eaoeven wiodersizod therr coticios. This iooobecll i
1dcly coongh: we have littls sddence of Shakerpeare’s interest ia
eriticimu, ei?le: ol Jusell ar of aoyons dsz Even of Ewie wee
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e weidense, hiv ofn accourt of what s ws fodng to oo
Herfet wonld v wniome e g defaidys coticgon or 4 iml- 'j_:-'|:4.}': :L::rri?;
all it poeeelzs e Zor goed, Mear oz pesfocudgoce of Gt woder I
dinection woald oe o dolicilve padocoaces. And what is tras of
thiz peoet i peation 2 bl ows wozk S Al mure e of I opneon
ol nlies 1:.!_'-.‘:|':':. LT "|:-|n']]_'_.' 'pl:.s'\,.'i'_':-.ug for =le o e La 2wl
crpandinng nis cwn afes, wlori arc ialooately Eoked to bis e
praskie, ‘oo a groctal lew ob Bitsrrtre, Lt criticis bas to be
Lasu] en, what e wbole of Titepkre wea '-|7|:.' flagss i cls ]iEJI"_,
welaa ke any ].;.,::'l.l'._'.-' rt!‘:]:-ﬁL—.ul.'l vk Hoocks Wentuee foo meoecal
ought to dowill show up In ite soper prrspectivs. 'Uhe post speak-
Img A7 o pradroes, oot crhesm, tuk decomed: fe e acanned
L et Thiee ey wiil Do valnalle docweacuiz: s only waca
knoy aoc ascopioc as diroesivss For acicism that they ars inoaoy
davzer o Sesmring mesleading,

Thz netoa thal the pacl oczeszasiny 15 21 o0 3.d be the delnitive
mterprster of boself oz of ths theory of limsrature Selongs o che
comrsepbin of e it as s paraite or ke, Guck we laaf st
Btz ouitiz hae dis e Acld ol aclivile, and that be hor avbensony
within thaz fzld, we Save to comesde theb cpiticisn Jeals with
"Yargdure 1z Farne of 4 -.|_'.\-ﬂ:-:‘.'iﬁ-:‘: c:::1::‘::-]:-+|1:|1 F=ert @azarke, T Franie
work is mob tazt ol bbesatare Steelf, €20 this ie ke zarasitz Fance
aga'n, 2ut neither s ot somehrg cafade Ideratory, £ioin Buat case
L= ﬂ:;lllunl.l.-:.- BT T R TR TR TR Y Ht_':'liil |1L-:|]:-11:u1'_, and e wfinle
sabjeet wonld Se amimlaled S sarcethiog ol

This Taber givee vy, io cnbwisoy, the fallacy of what in bietsor iz
calles detacioinizos. wicre a zebadar wisli g seecial dderesk in mape.
TENOY 05 eCORNTMECE wmoosens thet inkbooest T the chotaneal deeice
ni satliog ki foennbe soode dnto & caasal eelatioasbip witk what-
cvos moorsts him tmis Sucle aoecflaad gives ame 412 lnmon of
pxplaimimg cme'y mbisel wbdle stodeing @5 has wosling on T
I0 wauld T casy Ao dvepile a leag hsk of such deberocioizms o
coiticism, 3l oF them whether Mz, Thenist, el hamanist,
neg Clessis], Fowvdn hogien, ot odizotialiie subslilusing o
2eibizal ztlitede Cou ccllzian, oll propesiag, rotto And a conseatial
fiarenenrk bor cctizism withio Licraloce, hod 1y wf2ah cTibeism
e of o adsrelliny of framewoks ootisio b The axizas and
FCFtL'I.'a tos ol E“'.'i‘JEiEI:l'.: IJL'I'r-'ﬁ'rCI:_ HET T Zrior ek ok Fae 3zt it Scals
with, The frst thing the ittoreoy czizic Dos Lo do iz 4o read s,
Lo wks e dddieelve gnceey of his oen £2!d and lol fus enidics!
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grinciples shape Temiselver wlely cut of bis nowledes of thet
feld Codeal wrineipls carnol be Raken gwes reodyomde Cooo
henlogy, philow=hy politics, science, or 2ne combination of these

T sibordinats ecibicsas e an ﬁm:r_.ul_l_'_.' deowed critics] atitude
is to mmazeetaty tae valoes in tecziuee that can T reladtad b e
setermil sonege, whatever 4 s 12 s 2il too casy bo mpose on fitera-
tuee an cxoaditeracy scbouabsm, o wort of meligiopsThical color-
filter, whizh makss some pociz E::l].'l 1 1:||:|:_|:|u'ir||:'|'..’:l;. znet e
shiva: np as dars anrd Sulky AL Ehar the disniercsted orftic can da
with sich 4 eolme-hllee i3 Boonrmor prlitels that it shows things
in 2 new light and 3 indecd = mzel stomalaloer snoicbation: 1o
coilicizu, O coucse sich Aikenme omtics osoalr -:i'rr_-pi}r__ and often
selizve, Mt Fhey cre Jethne their liveranr expesernce speak Zar
ilscdd gz are holding Frair ofher shritudes imooesenve. t22 codng-
rexie belwers charr orideal valeaticns end their relizgicus or polis-
cal wiewd laimg siteotly amtifiong be them bus not explizitly torced
on e tzader. Sush mde-endenae of criticism from prejodice, hoo-
wwer, LSS noF imEnshy oA even w0th thcsr woo best woder
et ooz, OF ke inferors ke less sid *he betles

TE b is wsisted T at we cannot coigeize fitecstame unSl we have
coguized £ oeplezen? shizpsophy of lite ooth iy certer of gravitr
i oaosThoe el Yhe exidenas of cribicism as g sepasabe subject
1% A0 Leiig Gernecd, Byl Flace s snofles possitlite, i ootisism
entals, 1 sl Te an exanizsinn gf Beeratirre 7 tenns of 2 oo
cepbi] fmaaeenrk derhalile fromo s mdaekve s o Fie Ty
Beld. Tle wear Mncliectve’ sngzests seane sorh o seievkfe pre
cerlnze, W hat iF echiian 35 seencs a5 well s o art? Wad o Fpae”
nr Cesncs soience, of foeese, Bt Fiese pheases elong b oo nmie-
Besirdl-cou ey cvsaelingr aleh s o Tongar sl va The waitiog
af Tslosy s o ok, laok e e dochbs Pha? oA principles oz
aevala] o le Lisloczaas freatuicart af earlenzz, wnd Eek e
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